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140 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

President Poulton's presidential address to the Linnean Society of 
London deals with a work by G. W. Sleeper, of Boston, printed, apparently, 
in 1849, and containing an anticipation of modern views on evolution and 
the causes and transmission of disease. It goes far beyond most, if not all, 
previous attempts at solving the problem of evolution. The clear grasp, 
shown by the author, of the Darwinian principles of the struggle for life 
and origin of fresh species by the preservation of those forms best adapted 
for their environment, his advocacy of the persistence of germinal char- 
acters, the terminology he uses, as well as his suggestion of the theories 
afterward developed by Arrhenius, Galton, and Weismann, engender a 
doubt as to whether his work is not a cleverly devised fabrication with a 
falsified date. Not less surprising are his enunciation of the germ-theory 
of disease, his experiments on the cultivation of streptococci from a sore 
throat, with the use as a germ-filter of cotton wool sterilized by heat, his 
suggestion of the action of phagocytes, and his recommendation of metal 
gauze protective frames for doors and windows in order to ward off infec- 
tion carried by insects. After weighing the interesting information 
brought together by Professor Poulton respecting the book and its author, 
few will doubt that Mr. Sleeper's work was really printed and published at 
the time stated. 

The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology has elected the 
following officers for the year 1914 : President, Professor J. B. Watson, of 
Johns Hopkins University; vice-president, Dr. Josiah Morse, of the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina; secretary and treasurer, Professor W. C. Rue- 
diger, of George Washington University. 

Dr. Bobert H. Gault, of Northwestern University, has been promoted 
from assistant professor to associate professor of psychology. Dr. Gault 
continues as editor in chief of the Journal of Criminal Law and Crimi- 
nology. 

At the British Association a separate subsection of psychology was 
formed this year for the first time. The contributions received were so 
numerous that four meetings were held during afternoons. 

On January 16, Dr. C. E. Ferree read a paper before the Philadelphia 
section of the Bluminating Engineering Society entitled "Deficiencies of 
the Method of Flicker for the Photometry of Lights of Different Colors." 

The annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association was 
held in the American Museum of Natural History, New York City, De- 
cember 29-31, in affiliation with the American Folk-Lore Society. 

Dr. Joseph Jastrow, professor of psychology in the University of Wis- 
consin, gave the opening convocation address at the University of Missouri 
on February 4, on " Theory and Practise." 

Professor Edward Kasner, of Columbia University, recently gave a 
lecture at Princeton University on "Elements of Infinite Order and the 
Geometry of Divergent Power Series." 



